~ acres in the: Eastern Excavatlon Area of a 150 -acre. former .| Little’Elk Creek Pilot Project is to address a-widespread . " |.

Site Fact Sheet ORI
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Little Elk Creek L EINAL
Area—Wrde One Cleanup Program Pllot Prolect
Sand Gravel and Stone Slte
Elkton, MD 21 922
Property Descrlptlon
; The Sand Gravel and Stone Superfund Slte 15 located : Anlunderut’iliz"ed irrdusrrinl pai1r'10cated albng‘t/le Little Elk
niorth of U. S. Route 40, approxrmately 3 miles west. of | Creek in Cecil County. Maryland has been selected as an
* ‘Elkton, Maryland The Site consists of approximatély 60 |- f,;ﬁ;,ﬁ,f;ﬂ‘g;f;‘j{;jﬁ;,"l‘jj‘;g,fnfn’;;’,;f";hi’g‘;;;‘fof,,,‘e‘5 1

, » S - groundwater contamination probIcm stemmmg ﬁ'om multiple
. sand and gr avel quarry : _' L o ] industrial sources within a geographzc area-and. support
e o ' T development and reuse needs of the surrounding commumty X

| Pif.dpértfy Histo'ry

' vFrom the late 19605 to the mid-1970s, the Site was used for the disposal of mdustnal and solvent

: recyclmg wastes. The- dumping prompted citizén complaxnts due to odors, which eventually lead
to an investigation by State officials and the end of d1sposa1 activities. More recently, under the

“direction of the U. S ‘Environmental Protection Agency, potentlally respon51ble partles (PRPs) '
have performed vanous 1nvest1gat1ons and cleanup’ act1v1t1es L :

Environmental Investigations

- EPA’s de0131ons on how to address Superfund site contannnatlon are formally outl1ned in legal
documents known as Records of DCCISIOII (ROD) EPA 1ssued its first (Operable Umt One or .
rOUl) ROD for the'Site in 1985. The selected remedy mcluded fencmg the Slte, excavatmg ‘
buried drums and taklng them off-site for dlsposal and 1nstallmg and operating an interim pu'mp-“,
‘and-treat system for shallow groundwater In 1988, a group of 40 PRPs entered 1nto a'Consent .
Decree with EPA which established the terms under which they would 1mplement the ROD. "The *
fence was completed in 1989 and the excavation and removal of approx1mate1y 1,200 drums was
.completed in 1992. The groundwater collection and treatment system has been operating. for
approx1mately eight years. More than 88 mllllon gallons of water have been treated to date. -
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EPA issued a second ROD in 1990 The Operable Unit Two (OU2) ROD addresses groundwater
in the deeper aqulfers at the Site. The ROD calls for on- -site and off-site groundwater
monitoring, the provision of an alternate water supply should Site-related contaminants be found
in any private water supply well, and the recovery of ground water in the deeper aquifers should

- contaminant concentrations exceed the action levels given in the ROD: Forty-two PRPs signed
an Amendment to the 1998 Consent Decree, agreelng to do thlS add1t10na1 work

- During the first few years of momtormg, one resrdentlal well was found to contain s1te-related
contaminants; this well has been replaced with a deeper well. Contamination has also been
found in wells that monitor the aquifer dlrectly below the contaminated shallow groundwater

bearing zone. Contaminated groundwater is bemg pumped from this aquifer and treated on-site.
The extent of the contamination is belng delineated and add1t10nal monitoring is being conducted. '

in order to plan addltlonal cleanup responses

,In 2002 EPA 1ssued the th1rd and ﬁnal (Operable Umt Three or OU3) ROD for this Slte The
'final cleanup plan-includes: excavating contaminated soil; treating this soil on-site using Tow- .
'temperature thermal desorption; backfilling treated soil; expanding the recovery and treatment
system for shallow groundwater and continuing its operation; and adding safe substances’ (e.g.,
molasses or oxygen) to the groundwater in order to facilitate the breakdown of hazardous
: substances by soil mlcrobes

“Contaminants

_ Benzene chlorobenzene chlonnated solvents and 1 4-d10xane have been detected m subsurface
soil and/or groundwater. Surfacesoil in a limited area is contaminated w1th pestlcldes, )
polychlormated blphenyls (PCBs) and metals. - S SN

Cleanup and Next Steps

EPA Reglon III is currently negotlatmg the performance of the final phase of cleanup. under the

Superﬁmd program with a group of PRPs. Upon the successful completion of negotlatlons the

PRPs will perfonn the cleanup activities specified.in the ROD for OU3 under the direction of -
“EPA. wrth assistance from the Maryland Department of the Environment.
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Lead Agency and Contacts |

EPA Reglon II'is currently negotlatlng the performance of the ﬁnal phase of cleanup under the "
Superfund program with a group of PRPs. ‘Upon the successful completion of negotiations, the
PRPs will perform the cleanup activities spec1ﬁed in the ROD for OU3 under the dlrectlon of

" EPA w1th ass1stance from the Maryland Department of the Env1ronment

"‘ ':EPA Contact o I ~ " State Contact

"Ms. Debra Rossi - 3HS23 - . -~ Mr. Kim LeMaster" '
Us Env1ronmental Protectlon Agency Lo ' Maryland Department of the Env1ronment
RegionIl. = v 1800 Washington Blvd;; Sulte 645
1650 Arch Street : ' - . Baltimore, MD 21230- 1719

ﬂr-Phlladelphla, PA19103- 2029 ;Phone (410) 537-3400°7 0

hone (215) 814 3228 . -0 70 Email: klemaster@mde stiite. mdus
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